RA-Aus Pilot Certificate and a CTA (Controlled Airspace) Endorsement

There seems to be a misunderstanding with some pilots of what a CTA endorsement in RA-Aus
means. Did you know there are limitations and an RA-Aus pilot can only fly into controlled airspace
(and request permission to fly in/through R1 airspace) if they meet certain criteria: that is - the pilot
operating the radio must have a current PPL (Private Pilots Licence i.e. Class 2 medical and current
BFR with CTA endorsement). This does not apply to the holder of a GA CPL as they do not need the
CTA endorsement - they already have it as part of their CPL. Also the aircraft must be fitted with a
calibrated transponder fitted by a LAME. Some RA-Aus pilots may have learnt to fly from an airfield
such as Parafield which operates under controlled airspace regulations. For these pilots, their RA-Aus
CTA endorsement in only valid for the period of their training so they can do their training and
transit within the controlled airspace training areas.
As we know... to fly into ANY controlled airspace you must have a current PPL or be under GA
instruction so the issue of an RA-Aus CTA endorsement truly is a privilege for the duration of your
training within that controlled airspace.
Note: Only an RA-Aus Examiner authorised by RA-Aus can issue a CTA endorsement to an RA-Aus
student/pilot.
The following information is direct from the current RA-Aus Operations Manual and explains the
privileges and limitations of the CTA endorsement, along with the period of validity.
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In other words no RA-Aus pilot can fly into controlled airspace unless they
are under instruction or the PIC has a PPL and the aircraft is equipped with a
calibrated transponder fitted by a LAME and a radio.
From CASA AIP GEN 1.5:

Thanks Mal Wardrop for your assistance and clarification.
Continuing on from this is the article “PRD’s – when and when not to transit”.
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